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House of Burgess: Trump turns 
doves to hawks 

Syria strike supported by lawmakers opposed 
under Obama 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


At 8:45 p.m. Thursday, President Donald Trump, without congressional 


approval, completely reversed his Syria policy with a bang. 


“The US military fired 59 Tomahawk missiles from the USS Porter and USS 
Ross warships in the Mediterranean Sea at the al-Shayran air base ... which 
the Pentagon said was used to store chemical weapons,” reported The Daily 


Telegraph’s Harriet Alexander, Josie Ensor and Roland Oliphant on Friday. 


“Trump announced the attack from his Florida resort, Mar-a-Lago, where he 
was meeting Chinese President Xi Jinping, after at least 86 people including 
33 children were killed in a nerve-gas attack in rebel-held Idlib province 
earlier this week. ... Six Syrian soldiers were reported to have been killed in 
[the] missile strike. ... The Pentagon said it informed Russia of its plans to 
strike hours ahead, giving them time to remove any aircraft they had 


stationed at the base.” 


A search of Trump’s Twitter account for “Syria” turns up a trove of uncut 


hypocrisy. Here are just a few examples: 


e “Syria is NOT our problem.” (May 29, 2013) 


e “Why do we keep broadcasting when we are going to attack Syria. Why 
can’t we just be quiet and, if we attack at all, catch them by surprise?” (Aug. 


29, 2013) 


e “What will we get for bombing Syria besides more debt and a possible 


long term conflict? Obama needs Congressional approval.” (Aug. 29, 2013) 


e “If the U.S. attacks Syria and hits the wrong targets, killing civilians, 
there will be worldwide hell to pay. Stay away and fix broken U.S.” (Sept. 2, 


2013) 


e “What I am saying is stay out of Syria.” (Sept. 3, 2013) 


e “AGAIN, TO OUR VERY FOOLISH LEADER, DO NOT ATTACK SYRIA - IF 
YOU DO MANY VERY BAD THINGS WILL HAPPEN & FROM THAT FIGHT 


THE U.S. GETS NOTHING!” (Sept. 5, 2013) 


e “President Obama, do not attack Syria. There is no upside and 
tremendous downside. Save your ‘powder’ for another (and more important) 


day!” (Sept. 7, 2013) 


e “Don’t attack Syria - an attack that will bring nothing but trouble for the 


U.S. Focus on making our country strong and great again!” (Sept. 9, 2013) 


As I wrote in my Sept. 25, 2013 column, “Obama turns hawks to doves,” I 
was surprised to learn I was suddenly being joined on the anti-war side by 
many Republicans after Obama’s infamous, unenforced August 2013 Syria 


“red line.” 


These days, the white nationalist faction represented by chief strategist 
Steve Bannon is strongly opposed to Trump’s strike, saying it undermines 
its “America First” policy. (I’m not sure why it’s surprised at Trump’s 
interventionist turn given his “quickly and decisively bomb the hell out of 
ISIS” campaign rhetoric.) Establishment leaders of both parties support 
Trump’s actions. Many of these same lawmakers staunchly opposed Obama 
in 2013. Aug. 8, 2013, 98 Republicans and 18 Democrats in the House of 
Representatives signed a letter demanding Obama secure congressional 


approval before any strike on Syria. Fourth Congressional District Rep. 


Todd Rokita, R-Indiana, was one. He is just one example of those who now 


think this is not necessary. 


“Given the horrific chemical attack launched on civilians, including women 
and children, by the Assad regime in Syria, I stand behind President 
Trump’s decision to strike and make clear such atrocities are 
unacceptable,” read Rokita’s Friday press release. “We were decisive and 
showed our leadership again on the world stage. America needs that. The 


world needs that.” 


The unanswered question I continue to ask is: After we bomb, what happens 
next? In any event, I can’t wait to find out who will and won’t be on my side 


the next time we think about bombing Syria! 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached via email at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


